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Important Dates 

 
 
As a Principal I get many people offer their opinions on education and also on “youth of today”. Most often when discussing our 
young people I hear the negative views, kids are selfish, kids are spoiled, kids don’t respect adults and the list goes on.  I don’t 
mind those conversations but that doesn’t mean I agree. So I want to acknowledge the wonderful and respectful students we have 
here. On Thursday 25th of April, our school attended the local ANZAC ceremony. It was wonderful to see over 40 children ranging 
in age from Prep to Year 6 attend to represent Beaconsfield Upper Primary School. All the students were exceptional in their be-
haviour and seemed to instinctively understand the significance of this event. The Junior School councillors made the  
special wreath of felt poppies, and this was placed at the cenotaph by our wonderful school captains. We also acknowledged our 
appreciation for the service men and women by walking in single file and placing a single sprig of rosemary for every BUPS child 
in attendance. 
The day before the community ceremony we held our own here at school. The student leaders conducted the full service and I’m 
impressed with the dedication each had to learning their part and their confidence in delivering such an important message, not only 
to the other students but to the teachers and parents in attendance too. From the youngest Prep students to our Grade 6’s all students 
sat quietly, listened intently and proudly placed their own flowers under the flag. 
No one could fault the behaviour and respect displayed by our children at either event. Thankyou to all the parents that guide your 
children in these events and for bringing them to show our support of the community. Once again I’m a proud Principal. 
 

Vicki Miles 

Wednesday 1st May Grade 3/4 Ecolinc incursion 

Thursday 2nd May Maths Mania 6pm in the EYLC Building 

Friday 3rd May PFA Meeting @ 2pm in the staffroom 
PFA Movie night in the Stadium 

Friday 10th May Mothers Day breakfast 
PFA Mothers Day stall 
District Cross Country 

Saturday 11th May Open Day 10am - 12pm 

Tuesday 21st May Life Ed Van 

Wednesday 22nd May Life Ed Van 
PFA Hot Food Day - Hotdogs 

National Simultaneous Storytime 

Thursday 23rd May Life Ed Van 

Friday 24th May Life Ed Van 

Monday 27th May Life Ed Van 
School Council meeting @ 7pm 

Monday 3rd June Division Cross Country 

Friday 7th June Grade 5/6 Tiger PAW 

Monday 10th June Queens birthday holiday - no students at school 

Friday 14th June Grade 5/6 District Lightning Prem 
PFA Disco 

EARN AND LEARN 
We are excited to be taking part in the 2019 Woolworths Earn & Learn program. During the previous campaign, we 
were able to purchase some great resources with the points we earned, thanks to you. From May 1st until June 25 th 
2019, you can collect stickers at Woolworths that go towards Earn & Learn points. For every $10 you spend at  
Woolworths (excluding the purchase of tobacco, liquor and gift cards), you will receive a sticker. These stickers can 

then be given to your children to collect on a special sticker card. Once it is completed, they can simply bring it back here to school 
or you can drop them into your local Woolworths collection box. The more points we earn, the more we can redeem from a choice 
of over 10,000 educational resources including Mathematics and English resources, art & crafts materials and much, much more! 
We are grateful for your support and look forward to a successful program. If you have any questions, please ask.  



 
 

In Numeracy, the 3/4 students are working hard to establish their concepts of place value to ensure they can move 
onto the next concepts of the four processes. They enjoy working with lots of concrete materials to 
aid in their understanding as well as reinforcing concepts learnt through maths games. Our focus for 
the first half of this term is Real Life Maths and we are exposing them to many ways that maths is 
used in everyday life with extended problem-solving tasks in small groups with a variety of teachers 
including our specialists on Thursday afternoons during our Thinking Thursdays. We have some 
optional maths tasks to be completed for Homework, ranging from short independent tasks to more 
complicated ones that will require parental assistance and a few weeks to finish. Students will have 
the opportunity to present any homework completed to their classmates in week 5. We are also  
encouraging all families to work together to complete the weekly Maths Challenge that is sent home 
in hard copy at the beginning of each week. Winners will be drawn at assembly each Friday. 

In Literacy, we are continuing to develop great writers through our Writers Notebook  
program. Students ‘plant seeds’ in these books, thinking about what they could write and the purpose 
for writing before beginning independent writing. They then move onto editing using a variety of tools  
available to them before placing the piece in a folder for conferencing with the teacher which occurs 
on a weekly basis. This term we are consolidating our reading sessions through the development of a  
selection of tasks including Independent Reading, Guided Reading, Grammar and Punctuation as 
small groups with similar needs. Each grade also reads and has enriched discussions about their 
class novel during each week. 
We work continually to encourage our students to use their Growth Mindset when approaching any 
tasks, the power of the word “YET” really is amazing. 

 

Karine, Tim, Bree and Laura 

After a gradual start to the term with the school and public holidays, we are looking forward to getting stuck into a full week of 
teaching and learning. We have been so pleased to see that children have come back to school ready to learn. We would like to 
congratulate all the children who participated in the Cross Country this week. We know that some children were very nervous 
about the event but everyone did so well to give it a go and complete the track.   
In the classroom we have picked up where we left off with our reading. We have started with our guided reading groups and  
focused lessons on developing the reading powers for comprehension. Please make sure that children get back into the routine of 
reading each night and changing their books in the morning. It really is vital for their development that they practice using their 
reading skills every day. During writing sessions students are learning about transactional texts (letters, cards, emails, postcards 
etc). This style of writing is always popular and engaging for students. Please take any opportunity you can to reinforce skills 
learnt at school by writing at home.  
During Maths sessions students will put into practice everything they have learnt about numbers, counting and place value to dive 
into addition. They will also spend part of the week learning about analogue clocks and how to read the time. Again this is a vital 
life skill that can easily be practiced at home.  
Investigations will begin in the next few weeks so keep an eye out for some exciting new areas popping up in the classrooms. Our 
inquiry focus for the term will be on Maths involved in town and city planning. We will be creating a model town over the term 
and would appreciate if you could collect recyclable items such as cereal boxes, milk cartons, cardboard, bottle lids etc. for our 
future design and construction.  
Have a great week! 
Georgi, Kelly, Alex, Brooke, Bianca and Paige.   

Magnificent Middles 

Welcome back to another wonderful term of learning in Year 5/6. Our major focus for this term is Mathematics and recognising 
how it impacts our lives. Our Writing this term is taking a slightly different tone as we are incorporating our Leaders and Legends 
Unit within our writing. Students have been asked to research and develop a seed to use for multiple pieces of writing throughout 
the term culminating in a Night of Notables at the end of the term.  
Year 6 transition is already underway and students are excited to show parents what we have been working on in Thinking  
Thursdays. We will be holding an exhibition just before the Maths Mania night this Thursday the 2nd of May. 
Regards, 
Matt, Beth, Lorraine, Bec 

 
Hello and welcome to Term Two. We hope that everyone enjoyed their break and are ready for an action packed Term Two!  
Already this term the kids have participated in their first BUPS Cross Country and enjoyed our Minibeast Incursion. We are  
focussing in the classroom on consolidating our letter sounds and connecting them to high frequency words, we are very excited 
by the progress we are seeing in all the children. You will receive a letter home to let you know what sounds your child knows and 
what sounds they are still working on, please ensure you are practicing these at home with your child. As we continue to work on 
our number knowledge, we are also introducing patterns as a reoccurring design to our maths sessions. During maths, we are also 
exploring the maths that we use every day. We encourage you to discuss with your child the maths you use whist cooking, telling 
the time, driving, measuring etc. 
Just a few reminders, if you are able to help in the classroom please see your class teacher for an appropriate time, we are  
beginning literacy groups this term and are always happy for an extra pair of hands. Please remember our school day begins at  
9am. If you are running late, please send your child in quietly so as to not disturb the morning routines.  
 

Many thanks, 
Carla, Mel and Rachel  



 

Week ending 26th April, 2019 

 
GRADE STUDENT/S 

  
GRADE   

0B 

 Ned P 
Ned, I love the effort you have put into 
your writing this week. You have settled 
back into school this term so easily. Well 
done mate!  

  

0M 

Flynn K  
I am so impressed with how hard 
you work each and every day, Flynn. 
You are always making fabulous 
choices and are an incredible role 
model for Prep M. You truly are a 
superstar!  

1/2A 

Billy M 
You have been putting a big effort in all 
areas of your learning this week. I love 
how motivated you have been to learn 
new things and improve your skills. Well 
done. 

  

1/2B 

Isaac B 
Congratulations Isaac on a terrific 
week. You are giving everything you 
do, your very best shot. I am so 
pleased to see you asking for  
challenging maths tasks and  
pushing yourself to do the best you 
can. Well done!  

1/2L 

Will F 
For always trying to challenge himself to 
exceed his learning goals. You have an 
excellent attitude towards everything 
that you do. We are lucky to have you in 
1/2L!  

  

1/2P 

Ellie F 
You have been recognised for your 
dedication to improving your  
reading. You are an enthusiastic and 
motivated reader and you are 
achieving excellent results due to 
your hard work.  

3/4A 

Huntyr K 
For a continued super effort in all your 
work Huntyr. You are continuing to  
ensure you use capital letters in the  
correct position and it’s great listening to 
you read with passion. Keep it up Huntyr 
you SUPERSTAR!!!  

  

3/4M 

Hayley S 
Great persistence and effort during 
reading and writing. We love the way 
you are working so hard to improve. 
Great job, Hayley! 

5/6L  

Beau W 
For the effort you put into researching 
your Leaders and Legends homework. 
The way in which you have worked to 
unpack your seed in your Writer’s  
Notebook has been pleasing.  

 

 

 

Chickens 
Thankyou to the Gambin family for looking after the chooks last weekend, we hope you enjoyed the fresh eggs. If 
you would like to look after the chooks please come and put your name down on the roster at the office.  

 

Hello everyone! 
I hope the kids all enjoyed the Cross Country yesterday – there was some amazing running going on! 
The PFA are busy preparing for our movie night on Friday – it should be a great night with lots of laughs 
from George, Harold and Captain Underpants, so get your tickets organised now…Tra…la…laaaaaaa! 
A reminder about the other following PFA events: 
 We have a meeting this Friday at 2pm (in the staff room). 
 Information regarding our fabulous Mother’s Day stall will be coming home shortly.  If you have anything you 

might like to donate to the Mother’s Day stall (for sale), please drop it off at the office. 
 We have another hot food day coming up in May (more information and order forms to come out soon). 
 Finally, following the success of our last Fun Fitness Fundraiser, we will be scheduling another session in Term 

2 – keep your eye out for information to come.         
Emma Tiberi 



SICK BAY ROSTER 
Thank you to the Elstree family who will be 
washing the sheets in sick bay this week. 

Volunteers 
If you are volunteering to help at school or on excursions there are three 

things you need to complete. 

 Bring your Working With Children’s Check to the  

 Office so we can sight it. 

 Complete a yearly volunteer induction at the office.  

 Sign in on the Visitors Register upon arrival. 

In addition to this, if you volunteer to drive students offsite we require a 

copy of your driver’s licence, fully comprehensive car insurance and car 

registration details. Please come and see either Sarah or Kathryn in the  

office if you have any questions. 

Student Absences from School 
It is a requirement for schools under the Attendance Guidelines to contact parents/guardians as soon as  
practicable on the day of a student’s absence.  
With this in mind, we request that you either call the school or continue to send a Flexibuzz notification if your child will 
be not be at school. If you are aware of an upcoming absence, this can be entered in advance. We strongly urge  
families to use Flexibuzz rather than telephoning the school to avoid congesting the phone lines. If you haven’t already 
downloaded the App, we suggest that you do so as soon as possible. You are able to find Flexibuzz in the App store 
(iTunes or Play Store) or at flexibuzz.com.au. It is an easy process to download the app onto your phone or any other 
internet device. This will be our way to communicate with families and keep you informed of any changes or updates 
that you will need to be notified about.eg: camp arrivals, cancellation of events, evacuations, bushfires, emergencies, 
lockdowns. If you need  assistance please come and see either Sarah or Kathryn in the office. 

NOTICES SENT HOME RECENTLY: 
 

School Production Help - due asap 
PFA Entertainment Book  
Grade 5/6 Winter Interschool Sport - overdue (cost 
$15) 
UNSW Testing - due Monday 13th May 
PFA Movie night - due Thursday 2nd May (cost 
$10 per family) 
Mothers day breakfast - due Wednesday 8th May 
HPV Egg and Bacon rolls - due Tuesday 7th May 
(cost $4 each) 

Rabbits 
Thankyou to the 
Ramsay/Gambin 
families for looking 
after the rabbits last 
weekend. If you would like to look 
after the rabbit please come and 
put your name down on the roster 
at the office.  

Specialist Report 
What a fabulous time was had in Term 1 Science, with students across the school studying Biological Science. The Foundation students took on 
the care of the Bunny brothers, Peter and Licorice, finding out all about how to care for them, and what they needed to survive. They also  
discovered their 5 senses, and how these help with our survival. Unfortunately, over the weekend, we lost our much loved  
Licorice in an accident. We are hoping to find another friend for Peter soon. 
For the Grade1/2’s we went out in the Schoolyard to discover minibeasts and look at all their different characteristics. We discovered that even 
though snails don’t have legs they do have a foot! The 3/4’s meanwhile were looking at how animals’ characteristics help scientists to group 
and order them. Did you know that both Octopuses and snails are molluscs, or that slaters and crabs are both types of crustacean! Our world is 
fascinating. 
This term we are moving on to Physical Science, with the 5/6’s completing their Biological Science topic looking at plant and animal  
adaptations (due to all the interruptions to the program in term 1). Our Foundation students are exploring the different ways that things move, 
and what affects this movement. Grade 1/2 students are exploring light and sound, while the 3/4’s are exploring how heat is  
generated and moves. Grade 1-4 students will have a homework task in the coming weeks following on from class activities, which I hope you 
will support them in completing. 
We are looking forward to doing more experiments and finding out more about the world around us this term. “Science – it’s like magic, but 
real!” 
Adele (Gallie) Gallagher 




