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Important Dates 

 

 
Schools are often compared in the media by their academic results. Tests like Naplan are used on the myschool website and often 
cited in the newspapers after the release of the results. 
 
What is often not reported is how many schools manipulate this data.  If we suggest to parents that our low performing students 
don’t sit the test, and this occurs, then our “mean” score will always be better, if we are a select school and only allow students with 
high entry level scores, then of course their mean score will be better. 
At BUPS we encourage all students to have a go at Naplan, to experience the testing environment and to give us another data set 
that can inform our teaching.  We talk to the kids and ask them to do their best, but we also remind them that a score on Naplan 
does not define them.  A one-off test is not all that you are as a learner. 
The Naplan results are not released yet, but will be by the end of the week.  I have every confidence that our kids will do well, but I’m 
even prouder that all kids are provided the opportunity to try if they wish. 
 
I have no doubt that our academic offerings are stretching the kids. A recent visit to the Prep grades assures me that they are not 
only very clever, but that their teachers are skilling them with so much knowledge ( it’s almost scary). The Preps can describe what a 
consonant, a vowel, a digraph and a blend are, they understand onset and rime, can use syllables and discuss them, so I know we 
are on the right path. As they are now, when they confidently apply this to their writing, we know our practice is working. 
Recently I took two maths sessions with the preps, we read a book, and as each animal was introduced in the text the students had 
to tell me two things:  Firstly, “How many animals do we have now?”  Secondly, “How many legs would that be?”    
The different ways the students were keeping track of the total, the modelling, counting and they way they could describe this was 
phenomenal.  Some examples include:  

•  “Well I knew we had 12 animals so I just counted on” 

•  “I counted the legs by skip counting 2’s.” 

• “ I made a model then put tens together and worked out that 3 tens and 5 are 35 legs.” 
 
Further, when the students engaged staff in a lengthy enquiry which began  “How many legs does a kangaroo have?” we know we 
have a perfect learning environment; students and their teachers learning together.  I challenge you now……how many legs does a 
Kangaroo have?  And which Google search do we believe and why? 
 

Happy learning. 

 

Vicki Miles 

Thursday 1st September Parent Info session for Reading 7pm @ Community Centre 

Friday 2nd September PFA Father’s Day Stall 
Father’s Day Session @ 3pm 

Tuesday 6th September Parent Teacher Interviews - 2.30-6.30pm 

Friday 9th September Professional Practice Day - no students at school 

Tuesday 13th September BUPS has Talent - 2.30-3.30pm 

Wednesday 14th September Division Athletics @ Casey Fields 

Thursday 15th September Anxiety Awareness Seminar -7.30pm 

Friday 16th September Last day of Term 3 - school finishes at 2:30pm 

Friday 16th September BUPS FL Teachers vs Students  

Monday 3rd October Term 4 commences 

Friday 14th October PFA Disco 

Monday 17th October Aquaswim - Haileybury College 

Tuesday 18th October Aquaswim - Haileybury College 

Wednesday 19th October Regional Athletics 

Thursday 20th October Aquaswim Haileybury College 

Friday 21st October Aquaswim Haileybury College 

Monday 24th October Aquaswim at Haileybury College 

Tuesday 25th October Aquaswim at Haileybury College 

Thursday 27th October Aquaswim at Haileybury College 



 

Week ending 26th August, 2022 

 

GRADE STUDENT/S 

  

GRADE STUDENT/S 

0B 

Zander P 
For being an enthusiastic learner and for 
always striving to complete your best 
work. Well done Zander, keep up the  
fantastic work. 
 

  

0G 

Ezra D 
For working really hard in writing this 
week. It is so great to see you using 
your letter sound knowledge when 
sounding out your words. 
Keep up the great work Ezra. 

0Z 

Sadie S 
For your enthusiasm for learning. Sadie, 
you are an inspiration for our grade, you 
are always striving to be the best you can 
be. Well done, superstar! 

 

12A 

Archie P 
For working so hard during Guided 
Reading sessions, improving your  
ability to explain your connections to 
each text you read. Great work 
Archie. 

12B 

Autumn P 
For showing maturity, responsibility and 
respect for everything you do. Miss  
Carroll and I think you are wonderful! 
Keep it up, Autumn. 

 

12J 

Ally S 
For being an enthusiastic reader. You 
have shown such amazing progress 
Ally and it’s wonderful to see your  
confidence grow! 

12L 

Max M 
For consistently working hard to improve 
and challenge yourself with all your  
learning. Well done Max! 

  

12W 

Peyton W 
For showing such incredible team 
working skills this week. You have 
demonstrated patience when working 
with others, as well as some great 
leadership qualities. Awesome effort, 
Peyton.  

34G 

Indianna L 
For being our quiet achiever, increasingly 
contributing to discussions and being a 
risk taker in class. 

 

34P 

Isaac M 
We love the way you think,  your work 
with problem solving in mathematics 
is AMAZING. Great work. 

34S 

Hudson K 
For working hard to achieve your goals 
this week. Hudson, it has been great to 
see you taking more pride in your work, 
respecting your property and raising your 
hand in class. Keep up the great work! 

 

34W 

Liam B 
For being a thoughtful, kind member 
of our grade, and for putting your best 
effort into everything you do. It’s great 
to have your expertise for our inquiry 
this term too! 

56L 

Emily M 
For selecting a big problem to investigate 
and then coming up with a wonderful idea 
for her inquiry project presentation. I can’t 
wait to see where this projects takes you.  

 

56M 

Eden P 
Completing all 7 of her Celebration 
Book pieces to such a high standard 
and with such variety. Great job Eden. 

56T 

Daniel F 
For your continued hard work and   
dedication every session to complete 
your celebration book writing pieces. 
Keep up the great work Daniel and it will 
all come together. 

 

INDO 

Max W 
For working through your Indonesian 
fruit and vegetables tasks diligently, 
preparing for your conversations. 



 
 
WOW! How are we almost at the 
end of Term 3! What a busy term we have had.  
Firstly, we loved all the incredible costumes we saw from Book Week, it was 
so great to see so many parents at the parade and we loved seeing the 
amazing book characters come to life.  
 

In Maths, we have been busy practicing our addition skills.   
A fun way to practice your addition skills at home is to make up and act out 
your own  
addition stories, all you need is some counters and a blank piece of paper.  
You can then tell addition stories that your child can model using counters, 
for example: 

• There were 3 pigs in the paddock. The farmer went to the market 
and bought 3 more. How many pigs did he have altogether? 

• There were 4 ladybugs crawling in the grass. 3 more came along to 
join them. How many ladybugs are there in the sandpit? 

• 4 children were playing in the sandspit. 5 more children came to play with them. How many children are there in the sandpit?  
 

After your child has made the addition story, they can write the equation to match. This is an easy and FUN 
way for your child to continue to develop their maths skills.  
 

Lastly, we would also like to say a BIG thank-you to all the parents who have been able to come in a 
and help out in the classroom this term, your help is greatly appreciated.  
 

The Prep Team  
Alex, Hayley & Rachel  
 
 
 

 
 

The Book Character Parade last week created such a buzz and excitement as the students shared their love of book characters 
with each other and proudly showed off their costumes. Thank you to the parents who helped them put together their masterpieces. 
In Inquiry there has been a lot of conversations, exploration and further investigation taking place around ‘Recycling’, ‘Reusing’ and 
‘Reducing’ as we look at ways to take care of our environment and preserve it for future generations. 
In Reading, students have been using a range of text types to make predictions as well as connections. We have also spent time 
recognising different genres (Fiction and Non-Fiction) and explaining why it’s that genre e.g., historical fiction, realistic fiction and 
fairy tale. 
In Writing, we have been encouraging great ‘word choice’ to enhance their writing by selecting interesting and topic specific words. 
We have also continued work sentence fluency to entice the audience to continue reading and so that sentences will lead the  
reader right into the following one, keeping the audience motivated to work through the text. 
 

Naomi, Carla, Tim, Georgi and Clare. 

The last few weeks have seen our students continue to develop our understanding of Australia and the different climates and  
environments that exist within our wonderful country. We are about to embark on our final piece for the unit which is developing 
their own island somewhere in the world and building the island around the climate zone they are in.  
 

We have shifted our mathematics to be looking at division and its relationship to multiplication and students have been using arrays 
to show their understanding of division. In reading we have been looking at the way Chris Van Allsburg toes the line between reality 
and imagination and how questions frame each of his stories and are building our use of word choice within our writing. 
We will be having a camp information night soon so please keep your eyes peeled for details. 
 

3/4 Team 
Matthew Payne, Adele Gallagher, Jane Ludlow, Hayley Stammers and Lauren Wilson. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL MADNESS 

Prep Power 

   
Last Thursday a selected group of students from BUPS were lucky enough to attend district athletics at  Casey Fields. It was a 
great day with fantastic results, BUPS coming second overall and quite a few students going onto Regionals in a few weeks. Our 
students did us proud as always, showing great sportsmanship and representing our school. We would like to thank Miss Kelly, the 
teachers who attended and parents who came along to cheer us on, all your help made the day possible.  
 

In the classroom the 5/6’s have been focusing on timetables and elapsed time in Maths where we have made connections to real 
life scenarios through problem solving and reading school and transport timetables. We have now started our multiplication unit 
where we are focusing on different strategies to solve  single and multiple digit multiplication problems.  
In Reading we are continuing with our focus of critiquing a variety of text types, looking at what we like and dislike about the text, 
the authors’ purpose, bias in the text and structure and word choice. 
 

In Writing the Grade 6’s are continuing on with their celebration pieces, as well as focusing on different purposes of writing with the 
Grade 5’s such as, to explore, inform and discuss by analysing different text types and creating their own pieces. 
Our Inquiry unit is well underway with our focus on Children’s Rights and Social Justice, where the students are undertaking a   
research presentation on an aid agency of their choice. We hope to be able to open our classrooms and share these presentations 
in the last week of term to our school community and parents.  
 

Cheers 
Karine, Bec, Ben and Michelle  



Staff Interview with…… Mrs Rebecca Lansbury 
 

Q1. What is your favourite grade to teach? 
This is a tricky question! I really enjoy teaching Grade 3/4 and 5/6. I love going on camps and preparing students for 
secondary school. 
 

Q2.  Do  you have any brothers or sisters? 
Yes, I have two older brothers. One lives close by in Emerald and the other one is moving to London later in the year. 
 

Q3.  What is the best thing about BUPS? 
The kids and teachers! I love that BUPS has a great community feel and that we are welcoming parents back after a few 
years of COVID. 
  
 

Q4.  What was your first job? 
When I was 16 I worked at a restaurant called Sizzler. It was an all you can restaurant with a great salad bar and the 
best cheesy toast! 
  
 

Q5.  What job would you have if you didn’t work at BUPS? 
Some sort of education role but maybe at somewhere like the Melbourne Zoo or Melbourne Museum. Otherwise a  
totally different role like Real Estate Agent or Interior designer. 
 
 

Staff Interview with…… Mrs Karine McGill 
 

Q1. How long have you been a teacher? 
I started teaching in 1988, I had a few years off when I had my three children but teaching is all I have ever really  
wanted to do. 
 
Q2. Do you have any hobbies? 
I love to listen to music, go to live theatre, go camping and I enjoy motorsport. 
 
Q3. Have you worked anywhere else than BUPS? 
I have worked at quite a lot of others schools as I spent a few years as a relief teacher; but the schools I taught at long 
term involved—Narre Warren Station, Doveton North, Dandenong West and Dandenong Primary. 
 
Q4. Do you have siblings? If so, how old are they? 
I have a sister who is 52 and a brother who is 49. 
 
Q5. What is your favourite thing about BUPS? 
The kids - obviously!!! 

Notices sent out on the Sentral App   
 

(if you are having trouble viewing these on Sentral 
please call Sarah or Kathryn on 5944 3591) 

 

 

 

2022 Student requisites and yearbook  

PFA Pie Day 

PFA Fathers Day Stall and working bee 

Fathers Day Session @ 3pm 

Anxiety Awareness Seminar 

Parent Teacher Interviews 

 

SICK BAY ROSTER 
 
Thank you to the Kolinchuk family who will be 
washing the sheets in sick bay this week. 



Walk to School Fridays 
Every Friday at 8:30am meet some 
teachers at the UB Pharmacy to walk 
to school.  
This is a great way to keep active and 
start the day.  

WE WANT OUR PARENTS/CAREGIVERS/GUARDIANS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK!  
 

Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents/caregivers/guardians think of our school. The Parent/Caregiver/Guardian 
Opinion Survey is an annual survey offered by the Department of Education and Training that is designed to assist schools in  
gaining an understanding of families’ perceptions of school climate, student behavior, and student engagement. We encourage all 
families to participate in this survey. Our school will use the survey results to help inform and direct future school planning and  
improvement strategies.  
 

A random sample of approximately 30 per cent of parents/caregivers/guardians have been selected to participate in this year’s  
survey.  
 

The Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey will be conducted from Monday 15th August to Friday 16th September. 
 

The survey will be conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to complete, and can be accessed at any convenient time within the 
fieldwork period on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones.  

No parking signs 
If there is a 'no parking' sign, you can stop for 2 minutes in that area: 
 

if you are picking up or dropping off passengers or goods and you stay within 3 metres of your vehicle. 
 

If you stop in, or partly in, an area showing a no parking sign and you are not picking up or dropping off 
passengers or goods, you are considered to be parked and can be fined. This is the case even if you stay 
with your vehicle. 

Congratulations to the Under 12’s girls  
football team and    students Tori, Sienna 
and Lola, for winning their Premiership last 
weekend.  

 
 

LOST PROPERTY 
 

We have many items of lost property in the 
sick bay. This includes jumpers and drink  
bottles. Please come and have a look if your 
child is missing anything. 
 
Please also ensure all items are clearly 
named, as they can then be returned to 
your child. 



 



Good Ideas Saving Water At Home  
You can put the dirty dog water in the garden. 
When it is raining you can put a plastic container outside to get water and 

then you can put it into your drink bottle.  
When you are done the dishes you can put it in the garden. 
When you shower you could have a short shower but if you are washing your 

hair only take as long as you need not to long.  
When you wash your hands put a bucket under the tap. 
Turn the tap off when you brush your teeth. 

 
Autumn, Bella & Indianna H 
1/2B                       1/2L 

 

 



 

 




